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Parent Advisory Council Meeting 
August 17, 2017 

 

The Parent Advisory Council Meeting was held on August 17, 2017 at Warren County Schools Central 
Office. 

Parent Advisory Members Present: 

 
Bobby Ray:   Andrea Tallent 
Dibrell:       Alan Collins  
    Tommy Culwell              
Eastside:               Pat Wilcher 
Hickory Creek:     Melissa Franson 
 Brooke Totherow 
WCMS: Kim Rutledge 
 Darla Seymour 
  
  

Also in attendance were Director of Schools, Mr. Bobby Cox, Vickie Dodd and Deana Jones. 

Mr. Cox called the meeting to order at 5:00pm 

Eclipse - Mr. Cox discussed the School Board meeting that was held earlier in the day concerning the 
solar eclipse on August 21, 2017. The School Board voted to close schools due to safety issues. Eclipse 
glasses will go out to the students to take home and Mr. Cox commended Vickie Dodd for her efforts in 
helping arrange the plan that was in place before school was closed. Mr. Cox stated that he hoped the 
safety discussions that the students have already had at school, along with the eclipse glasses will help 
them view safely at home. A stockpiled day has been requested from Commissioner McQueen for the 
closure, and is expected to be approved. This leaves 9 stockpiled days for inclement weather. 

Snow days were discussed and Mr. Cox stated that he begins those days at 4:00am and keeps in contact 
with state troopers, TEEMA and other officials while making the decision to call off school for inclement 
weather. The call goes out usually by 5:00 am so that buses do not start their routes. If possible, the 
decision is made the day before by 4:00pm if possible. Mr. Cox welcomed any feedback from the 
members anytime regarding this process. 

Online Registration – Mr. Cox asked how the members felt about the online registration process. All 
members agreed that they liked it better and that it went well for them. Mr. Cox stated that 67% of the 
registrations had been online, well above the 50% or less expectations. There was a contest held for the 
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most online registrations which Centertown Elementary won. One problem that was discussed was that 
when people came to school to do the online registration, they did not know their passwords. Also, 
most would like yellow cards to be done online, and being able to upload immunizations would be good 
as well.  

Free Lunch – A member asked if any children that needed free lunch were made to do anything that 
made them stand out to others (“lunch bullying”). Mr. Cox stated that our CEP program was still in effect 
for this year, but this is the last year. The CEP program provides free breakfast and lunch to all students 
regardless of income, so there is not worry of anyone getting singled out. Mr. Cox stated that hopefully 
there would be enough funding to continue the program after this year, and should know by April or 
May of 2018.  

Enrollment – Mr. Cox stated that enrollment was up and around the 6,500 mark. No major traffic issues 
were reported other than the normal beginning of school and WCHS/Hickory Creek traffic. 

WCHS Academy Model – According to Mr. Cox, the new WCHS Academy model is going very well. There 
is not as much transition time between classes and lunch seems to flow much better with more time to 
eat. The academy model uses an A-B Schedule with 4 – 90 minute classes every other day (total of 8 
classes).  

Music Program - A member asked about the music program at the schools. Mr. Cox stated that there 
was a Choir group, marching band, ensemble band, and After School Music Program (for 6,7 & 8th 
graders at WCMS) which received a $10,000.00 scholarship this year. Art and music teachers were cut a 
few years ago, so there is not as much instruction in those areas. 

 

Then meeting adjourned at 5:55 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


